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TRUMP AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS - A NEW ARMS RACE?

Well, the unthinkable has

happened! We used to think
Donald Trump was a joke, - an
egomaniac with bad hair whose,
bigotry, belligerence and misogyny
would surely make him unelectable.
How wrong we were. Thanks to
America's disaffected and
desperate, he is now the most
powerful man in the world and it's
not funny anymore.

Why? Because Donald Trump is now
in charge of the most powerful
nation on earth - a nation with
enough nuclear weapons to destroy
civilization and, on the evidence so
far, he appears willing to unleash a
new nuclear arms race upon the
world!

Mr Trump has said that he wants
the United States fo " greatly
strengthen and expand its nuclear
capability until such time as the
world comes to its senses

regarding nukes." But the US
already has over 7,000 nuclear war-
heads - enough to destroy all life on
earth, so what on earth is the point
of increasing the US

arsenal? Does President Trump re-
ally feel that we will all sleep more
soundly knowing the US will soon be
able to destroy the world several
times over?

As for the world coming to its sens-
es regarding nukes, that, as Presi-
dent Trump knows, is humbug. Of
the 193 UN member states, only 9
have nuclear weapons. The other
184 states have recently

voted overwhelmingly in the UN
General Assembly to start
negotiations on a global nuclear
weapons ban ftreaty. The nuclear 9
either voted against, or abstained.
The UK and the US are refusing to
take part in any negotiations.

The truth is that it is the nine
states and particularly the US and
Russia, as the most heavily armed,
that need to come fo their senses
regarding nukes and not the rest of
the world.

He has also publicly threatened to
tear up the recent agreement with
Iran designed to ensure that that
country does not develop nuclear
weapons. Ripping up that deal could
lead to nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East. But that doesn't
appear to worry Mr Trump because
he actually believes that more
countries should get nuclear
weapons. Referring to Japan and
South Korea, he has said that he
would be 'OK’ with a nuclear arms
race in Asia. In Trump's new
America, nuclear proliferation is to
be actively encouraged!

We know that President Trump
supports the 2" Amendment that
says that America's democratic
freedoms can only be preserved by
allowing every American to bear
arms. Now, bizarrely, the
President appears to want to apply
this right globally - by suggesting
that world peace can best be
preserved if we all joined the
nuclear arms race rather than
relying on America for ‘protection’.

By we, President Trump means of
course the ‘good guys' and not the
'bad guys’. And in Trump's eyes,
any state, organisation or individual
that questions American right to
impose its will is a 'bad guy'.
Throughout his campaign, Trump
accused Barack Obama of being

‘a pussy' in foreign affairs and
allowing America to be laughed at
throughout the world! It is not yet
clear who will be chosen by Trump
as the chief international villains,
though his recent belligerence
towards China, Iran and ‘Muslim
terrorist states' is ominous.

These are deeply worrying
attitudes, based on ignorance,
prejudice and a profound disregard
for the wider world - symptomatic
of a man who shoots from the hip,
who lives in a world of winners and
suckers, of good guys and bad guys,
and whose ego is so fragile that he

indulges in a childish and futile
argument about the numbers at his
inauguration.

Unfortunately, having antagonised
the rest of Europe our

Government thinks that it has no
choice but to ingratiate itself with
President Trump. By flattering
him, for example wifr\ the pomp of a
full State Visit, the hope is that he
will be persuaded to allow the UK a
soft and lucrative trade deal.
Theresa May thus becomes
President Trump's representative
on earth - witness her recent
lecture to her NATO allies on the
need fo increase their military
spending in line with the

President’s wishes.

Donald Trump is threatening to
return the world to the dark days
of nuclear escalation. As we cannot
rely on our present Government fo
"speak truth to power” about the
insanity of a US led nuclear arms
race, CND, more than ever, needs
to speak out loudly and clearly.

CND will be campaigning vigorously
to make clear to our Government
that they have a duty o stand up
to Trump's nuclear posturing.
Internationally CND is making
common cause with others
throughout the world, and within
the US, who feel equally
threatened by President Trump's
‘New World Order'.

Together, we need to stand up and
be counted and present a
convincing alternative. Because, if
our planet is o survive, we need a
world order based on justice,
mutual respect and co-operation
rather than the bullying, bigotry
and exftreme nationalism
represented by the 45™ President
of the United States.

Peter Wilson
Co-chair Merseyside CND
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Merseyside CND Stalls
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Sat. April 8th Birkenhead venue tbc
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£ 205 billion to replace our
nuclear weapons. Fortunately,
there isn't anything more
important we could spend it on.

Britain has the
best-defended
floods in the
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